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nomlc History of Itidia and were repeated on numerous
occasions in his speeches. Indeed, there was no other single
problem of economic administration on which he concen-
trated so much attention as on that of land assessment.   It
was his basic contention that the peasantry of the country
must be built up to withstand temporary economic vicissitudes
arising out of floods and droughts.   They should be assured
the fruits of their labour and enterprise so that they might
have sufficient incentive to toil and produce more. This soli-
citude for the peasants which Romesh Dutt displayed all
his life was1 a remarkable feature of his thinking and his acti-
vities, not paralleled in his time.   Indeed, it was not until
Mahatma Gandhi gave a fresh orientation to the national
movement with his emphasis on the villages and on the
backward sections of the community that the peasants re-
ceived as much attention from the national leadership as they
did from Romesh Dutt.   In the nineteenth century the poli-
tical movement had yet to acquire a mass character.   It was
at that time a movement largely confined to the educated
classes and restricted to urban areas.   It was natural, there-
fore, that the movement reflected the point of view and the
interests of the middle classes.   It is remarkable that in this
context Romesh Dutt sponsored the cause* not of the land-
owners, but of the peasants, that he was interested in pro-
tecting their rights and in reducing their economic burden.
In adopting this attitude he anticipated the future develop-
ment of the national movement, and truly helped build a new
India on  her natural  foundation,  namely,  that  of the
peasantry of the country.
Romesh Dutt's views on various other aspects of economic
administration of the British Government have already been
noticed. He pointed out how the* Indian industries had
systematically been stifled by unfair competition with the

